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Family educational involvement: Who can afford it and what does it afford? In C. R. 
Cooper, C. Garcia Coll, T. Bartko, H. Davis, & C. Chatman (Eds.), Developmental 
pathways through middle childhood: Rethinking context and diversity as resources. (pp. 
17-39). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum. 

 
Other Publications (e.g., Op-eds, Committee Reports, Encyclopedia Articles, 
Articles in Practice Periodicals) (student and post-doc co-authors italicized) 

 
Dearing, E. & Farran, D. (2022) What might the future of universal preschool look like? As 

researchers, we have some concerns. Op-ed published in The Hechinger Report 
 
Dearing, E. & Zachrisson, H. D. (2015). Time spent in child care little cause for concern. Op-ed 

in Nursery World, London: MA Education Limited. 
 
Dearing, E. (2011, December). More than a gut feeling: The real value of family and community 

engagement. Family Involvement Network of Educators Newsletter, Harvard Family 
Research Project, Cambridge, MA 

 
Lund, T. & Dearing, E. (2009). Poverty and child development. In P. Miller (Ed.), The  

Chicago companion to the child. The University of Chicago Press. 
 

Dearing, E. (2005). Basic uses of multilevel modeling. The Evaluation Exchange, 10(4), 11. 
 
Dearing, E. & Wade, C. (2005). Poverty. In Salkind, N. J. & DeRuyck, K. (Eds.), The  

encyclopedia of human development. Sage Publications. 
 

McCartney, K. & Dearing, E. (2002). Evaluating effect sizes in the policy arena. The Evaluation  
Exchange, 8 (1), 4-7. 
 

McCartney, K. & Dearing, E. (2001). Attachment. In N. J. Salkind & L. H. Margolis (Eds.),  
MacMillan psychology reference series: Vol. 1. Child development. London: 
MacMillan. 

 
Research Grants 

 
Grant Funded as a Network Member: 
 
2014-2023 Development and Research on Early Math Education (Chair: Deborah 

Stipek), funded by The Heising-Simons Foundation: $860,000 in funding 
for Boston College site (over $11 million in funding for the network). 

 
 
 

https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-what-might-the-future-of-universal-pre-k-look-like-as-researchers-we-have-some-concerns/


Grants Funded as Principal Investigator: 
 
2022-2023 Family Math Interior/Exterior Design for a Community Health Center, 

funded by The Heising-Simons Foundation, $95,704 
 
2018-2020 DREME-Tandem Research-practice Partnership for Developing Family 

Math Resources, funded by the Haas Jr. Fund, $50,000.  
 

2018-2019 Parent-child Card Games as Early Math Learning Opportunities, funded 
by The Heising-Simons Foundation: $224,628. 

 
2013-2016 Mothers' and Fathers’ Engagement in Early Numerical and Spatial 

Learning, funded by The Heising-Simons Foundation: $330,297. 
 

2011-2013 Student support in high-poverty elementary schools and the achievement 
of immigrant children, funded by Foundation for Child Development, 
Young Scholar Program Award: $149,600. 

 
2007-2009 The impact of family educational involvement on low-income children’s 

development, R03 funded by National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development: $173,360. 

 
Grants Funded as Co-principal Investigator: 

 
2024-2026 Co-designing AI Assisted Family Math and Science Learning in Health 

Care Environments, funded by the Heising-Simons Foundation (PI: 
Andres Bustamante & June Ahn): $495,000 

 
2023-2026 Centering the whole child: Understanding the role of comprehensive 

student support in promoting student learning and equity in Indiana, 
Exploration Grant funded by the Institute for Educational Sciences (PI: 
Yan Leigh; Co-PIs: Mary Walsh, Deoksoon Kim, Michelle Clarke): 
$1,000,000 
 

2009-2014 Developmental influences of adversity and relationships on midlife 
physical health, R01 funded by National Institute of Aging (PI: Judy 
Crowell): $3,500,000. 

 
2008-2011 The social ecology of the home and first-grade girls' spatial skills and 

early math strategies, funded by National Science Foundation (PI: Beth 
Casey): $499,692. 

 
2004-2006 Individual and contextual predictors of participation in out-of-school time 

activities, funded by William T. Grant Foundation (PI: Heather Weiss): 
$340,000. 

 
Media, Policy, and Practice Impact 
 

2022  US News & World Report, Hechinger Report, Brookings Institute, WebMD, and 
several other outlets coverage of “Do more hours in center- based care cause 
more externalizing problems? A cross-national replication study” (Rey Guerra et 
al., 2022) 



Media, Policy, and Practice Impact, cont. 
 
2022 Guest on Parenting Understood podcast to discuss family math and the DREME 

network 
2021 Brookings Institute coverage of Bustamante et al., (2021) in Education Plus 

Development story “The ‘real’ economic advantage of investing in families this 
holiday season” 

2020 Fox25 Boston television feature story on DREME At-Home Early Math Learning 
Kits; Your kitchen is a laboratory: Ways to support kids’ summer learning through 
everyday activities 

2020 DREME At-Home Early Math Learning Kit used by urban and rural school 
districts across U.S., including major cities in California, Illinois, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New York, and Washington 

2020 Common Sense Media project Wide Open Schools begins distribution of DREME 
Family Math recipes with early math tips 

2020 DREME Family Math website for practitioners launched 
https://familymath.stanford.edu/  

2018 Ministry of Finance, Government of Norway cited Dearing et al. (2018) in Report 
St. 13, Opportunity for All: Distribution and Social Sustainability 

2017 Child Trends news clip for local television affiliates across U.S. featured findings 
from Casey et al., 2016 

2016  Boston Magazine featured findings from Dearing, Zachrisson, & Naerde, 2015 
2016  Boston Globe featured the Development and Research in Early Math Education 

(DREME) network. 
2016  CBS Radio (WBZ) featured findings from the 2016 National Academy of 

Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine report. 
2015  US News and World Report, Parenting Magazine, and Parents Magazine 

featured findings from Dearing, Zachrisson, & Naerde, 2015  
2013  New York Times “Motherlode” Blog (KJ Dell’Antonia, Day Care and Behavior 

Problems, Unlinked), US News and World Report, NBCNews.com, and Fox 
television affiliates featured findings from Zachrisson, Dearing et al., 2013 

2012 Op-Ed in New York Times (David Brooks, Social Science Palooza III) featured 
findings from Lund & Dearing, 2012 

2011  OECD report Starting Strong III: A Quality Toolbox for Early Childhood Education 
and Care cited findings from Dearing, McCartney, & Taylor, 2009 

2010 Letter to Chairman and Ranking Member of United States Congress Health, 
Education and Pensions Committee from Children’s Defense Fund, Foundation 
for Child Development, National PTA, and several advocacy groups cited 
findings from Dearing, McCartney, & Taylor, 2009 

2009  Articles in US News and World Report, USA Today, Education Week, Atlanta 
Journal Constitution, Boston Globe, Austin American-Statesman, Jacksonville 
Observer and NBC affiliates featured Dearing, McCartney, & Taylor, 2009 

2007 Testimony to the United States Congress, House Committee on Ways and 
Means (Hearing on Economic and Societal Costs of Poverty) by National Center 
for Children in Poverty cited findings from Dearing, McCartney, & Taylor, 2001. 

2007  National Institute for Literacy and National Literacy Trust (UK) featured findings 
from Dearing, Kreider, Simpkins, & Weiss, 2006. 

2006  OECD report Starting Strong II: Early Childhood Education and Care cited 
findings from Dearing, Berry, & Zaslow, 2006 

2005 Children’s Defense Fund report State of American Children cited findings from 
Dearing, Taylor, & McCartney, 2004. 

 

https://parentingunderstood.com/
https://www.boston25news.com/news/health/your-kitchen-is-laboratory-ways-support-kids-summer-learning-through-everyday-activities/XGYYGQVSMRENRMWNQO66RIQTDI/
https://www.boston25news.com/news/health/your-kitchen-is-laboratory-ways-support-kids-summer-learning-through-everyday-activities/XGYYGQVSMRENRMWNQO66RIQTDI/
https://familymath.stanford.edu/


Media, Policy, and Practice Impact, cont. 
 
2004  Articles in Women’s Health Weekly and Obesity, Fitness, and Wellness Weekly 

featured findings from Dearing, Taylor, & McCartney, 2004. 
2002 Report to Ministry of Social Development, New Zealand by S. Mayer (Dean, 

Harris School of Public Policy Studies, University of Chicago) featured findings 
from Dearing, McCartney, & Taylor, 2001. 

2001  Articles in Boston Globe, Christian Science Monitor, Education Week, and New 
York Times featured findings from Dearing, McCartney, & Taylor, 2001. 

 
Prior Administrative Positions at Boston College 
 

2022-2023  Director, Mary E. Walsh Center for Thriving Children 
2017-2019 & Program Coordinator, PhD program in Applied Developmental 
2020-2021  Psychology, Lynch School of Education, Boston College 
2014-2019 Program Co-Coordinator, Graduate Certificate in Early Childhood 

Leadership, Lynch School of Education, Boston College 
2014-2017 Program Coordinator, Undergraduate Major in Applied Psychology and 

Human Development Major, Lynch School of Education, Boston College 
2010-2014 Program Coordinator, MA Program in Applied Developmental 

Psychology, Lynch School of Education, Boston College 
 
Journal Editorial Roles 
  

Associate Editor: 
Journal of Educational Psychology 2016-2020 
Applied Developmental Science, 2015-2017 
Editorial Board Member: 
Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 2012-2022 
Childhood, 2020-2022 
 
Consulting Editor: 
Child Development, 2022-2023 
 

Teaching 
 

Undergraduate Courses: Applied Psychology Special Topics: Children of Immigrants; 
Child Growth and Development; Family, School, and Society; Prevention and 
Intervention Strategies for Children; Introductory Psychology (University of New 
Hampshire; University of Wyoming; Harvard Extension School); Developmental 
Psychology (University of New Hampshire and University of Wyoming)                  
 
Graduate Courses: Applied Child Development; Sociocultural Contexts of Development; 
Quantitative Research Design; Applied Multivariate Statistics (University of Wyoming); 
Developmental Contexts (University of Wyoming)  

 
Keynote and Invited Presentations 
 
Dearing, E. (2024). Obstacles and opportunities for children growing up poor in wealthy 

societies. Invited lecture for honorary doctoral award, Faculty of Educational Sciences, 
University of Oslo. 

 



Keynote and Invited Presentations, cont. 
 
Dearing, E. (2024). Obstacles and opportunities for children growing up poor in wealthy 

societies. Invited lecture for GRIT seminar series in the Research Program on Children 
and Adversity, Graduate School of Social Work, Boston College. 

Dearing, E. (2023). Invited discussant for Book Talk: Studying Pre-K at Scale in North Carolina, 
hosted by Gottesman Libraries, Teachers College, Columbia University 

Dearing, E. & Schnitzer, S. (2022). DREME Family Math Research-Practice Partnerships. 
Invited presentation for the Family Learnings Conference, National Center for Family 
Learnings. 

Dearing, E., Melzi, G., Caspi, M., Johnson, D. (2022). Family math matters. Keynote 
presentation for the California Department of Education Early Math Symposium, 
webinar. 

Dearing, E. (2020). Early math matters. Invited presentation for the National Association of 
Family, Community, and School Engagement and Campaign for Grade-Level Reading 
webinar, The Future of Early Math: What Science and Practice Tells Us 

Dearing, E. (2019). Narrowing opportunity->achievement gaps with integrated student support. 
Invited colloquium, Department of Human Development and Quantitative Methods, 
University of Maryland, College Park.  

Dearing, E. (2019). Narrowing opportunity->achievement gaps with integrated student support. 
Invited colloquium, College of Education, University of California, Irvine.  

Dearing, E. (2018). Integrated student support for the achievement of children in high-poverty 
schools in the U.S. Invited presentation as part of university-wide special session on The 
importance of social background and poverty for children's learning: Mechanisms and 
measures, University of Oslo. 

Dearing, E. (2017). Comprehensive services for children in poverty: Setting the research 
agenda for integrated student support. Discussant for Invited Panel: Methodological 
issues in the research. Conference funded by the American Educational Research 
Association.  

Dearing, E. (2017). Policy Contexts of Immigrant-Origin Youth and Young Adult Employment 
and Educational Outcomes. Discussant for Invited Panel on Global Issues and 
Immigration (Chair: Dylan Conger). Society for Research on Educational Effectiveness, 
Washington, DC. 

Dearing, E. (2017). The PJPII-DREME partnership: Improving early math learning. Keynote talk 
for Pope John Paul II Academy Conference Day, Boston, MA.  

Dearing, E. (2017). Questioning the functional equivalence of home and ECEC contexts. Invited 
talk at the German Institute of Economic Research workshop: ECEC Quality: New 
International Perspectives on an Old Issue. Berlin, Germany. 

Dearing, E. (2016). Creating opportunity and educational pathways for young children and their 
families. Invited Symposium Roundtable (Chair: Vivian Gadsden) at the Annual Meeting 
of the American Educational Research Association, Washington DC  

Dearing, E. (2016). Can parent support of early math learning improve low-income children’s 
achievement? (in lasting ways?). Harvard Graduate School of Education, Cambridge, 
MA. 

Dearing, E. (2015). Methodological triangulation in quasi-experimental evaluation: Two wrongs  
don’t make a right, but three might. Invited lecture for the Center for Educational 
Measurement, University of Oslo.  

Dearing, E. (2012). When and why money matters for child and parent mental health: 
Implications for clinical practice in uncertain economic times. Boston Child Mental Health 
Forum, Judge Baker Children’s Center, Harvard Medical School. 

 
 



Keynote and Invited Presentations, cont. 
 
Dearing, E. (2012). Supporting parental engagement in children’s developing literacy. Keynote 

address for Marsico Community Early Learning Lecture Series, Morgridge College of 
Education, University of Denver. 

Dearing, E. (2011). Early Child Care and Children’s Functioning: Considering Causality and 
Sociopolitical Context in a Population-based Norwegian Sample, Erikson Lecture, 
University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH 

Dearing, E. (2011). Evaluating family engagement strategies: Addressing measurement 
challenges, Webinar panelist hosted by U.S. Department of Education, United Way 
Worldwide, National PTA, Southwest Education Development Laboratory, and Harvard 
Family Research Project.  

Dearing, E. (2010). The practical implications of scientific evidence linking home environments 
and children's life chances. Learning & the Brain Conference, Cambridge, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2010). Three (More) Questions for “Researching Salient Pathways and Contexts 
for Family-School Partnerships.” Discussant for panel on Researching Salient Pathways 
and Contexts for Family-School Partnerships at Research on Family-School 
Partnerships: An American Educational Research Association Sponsored Working 
Meeting. Omaha, NE. 

Dearing, E. (2010). Reality, risk, and the potential reward of student support. Invited talk for the 
City Connects Conference on Optimizing Student Support, Boston College, Chestnut 
Hill, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2010). Can family educational involvement promote the achievement of children 
growing up poor? Invited talk for the Connell School of Nursing Brown Bag Seminar 
Series, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2010). Are the effects of Boston Connects causal? Invited talk for Third Annual 
Endowed Chairs’ Colloquium Series: The incandescent truth: Inspiring options for school 
reform. Lynch School of Education, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2009). High-quality child care and the poverty achievement gap. Invited talk for  
Third Annual Endowed Chairs’ Colloquium Series: Three perspectives on test-based 
achievement gaps. Lynch School of Education, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2008). Does higher-quality child care help promote the achievement of children 
growing up poor? Invited talk for the Boston College Psychology Department, Chestnut 
Hill, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2007). Promoting young children’s emotional well-being: Why should we and how  
can we? Invited keynote for NIPPA: The Early Years Organization Annual Conference, 
Enniskillen, Northern Ireland. 

Dearing, E. (2006). Contemporary advances and classic advice for analyzing mediating and  
moderating variables. Invited lecture for the Clinical Research Training Program, Judge 
Baker Children’s Center, Boston, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2004). Assessing the impact of parent involvement programs: Research from  
outside the world of program evaluation. Invited talk for the Family, Schools, and 
Community Connections Symposium, National Center for Family and Community 
Connections with Schools, Southwest Educational Development Laboratory and the 
Harvard Family Research Project, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 

Dearing, E. (2004). Incomes and outcomes: Does money matter for family functioning and child  
development? Invited talk for the Department of Psychology, University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs, CO. 

Dearing, E. (2002). Just enough to make you dangerous: Common statistics in biological and  
developmental psychiatry. Invited lecture for the Clinical Research Training Program, 
Judge Baker Children’s Center, Boston, MA. 

 



Keynote and Invited Presentations, cont. 
 
Dearing, E. (2002). Home improvements: The protective functions of economic gains and high- 

quality child care for children living in poverty. Invited lecture for the Education 
Development Center, Newton, MA. 


