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SEARCH COMMITTEE

Hanqin Tian is the Institute Professor of Global Sustainability and a Professor 
of Earth and Environmental Sciences. Dr. Tian employs a data-driven systems 
approach to understanding, quantifying, and predicting drivers and effects of 
global-scale changes in the biosphere, climate, and human activity. Through the 
integration and communication of knowledge across the physical, ecological, 
and human systems, Dr. Tian intends to advance scientific understanding of 
complex interactions among climate, ecosystems, and humans with the aim of 
providing science-based solutions to climate change and sustainability 
challenges. 

He has authored over 300 peer-reviewed papers. Dr. Tian is a coordinating lead He has authored over 300 peer-reviewed papers. Dr. Tian is a coordinating lead 
author for the International Nitrogen Assessment and a contributing author for 
IPCC AR6. He has served on the Scientific Steering Scientific Committee of 
Global Carbon Project (GCP). His honors include being an elected Fellow of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the American 
Geophysical Union (AGU), and the Ecological Society of America (ESA).

Previously, Dr. Tian held the Solon and Martha Dixon Endowed Professorship Previously, Dr. Tian held the Solon and Martha Dixon Endowed Professorship 
and was Director of the International Center for Climate and Global Change 
Research at Auburn University. Dr. Tian holds a PhD in Environmental Biology 
(Systems Ecology) from State University of New York. 

Since joining BC in August 2022, Dr. Tian has published over 20 papers in Since joining BC in August 2022, Dr. Tian has published over 20 papers in 
peer-reviewed journals and gave an invited talks at numerous locations, 
including the UN Department of Political and Peaceful Building Affair (UN 
DPR Korea and Geneva Center for Security Policy), UN World Meteorological 
Organization, and The Global Carbon Project's workshop (University of Exeter). 
He was named as one of 2022's Highly Cited Researchers by the Web of 
Science.

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/schiller-institute/Schiller-Now/Fall-2022/hiring-committee.html


Jier Huang is the Institute’s professor focusing on renewable energy and 
sustainability and an Associate Professor of Chemistry. Dr. Huang’s research 
focuses on developing cutting edge materials with atomic/molecular precision 
to address fundamental challenges in sustainable energy and climate change. 
She is particularly interested in using advanced physical methods to 
understand how solar energy is captured by the materials, how it travels 
through the materials, and how it can be directed to perform solar energy 
conversion. 

She has authored more than 80 peer-reviewed papers and is a recipient of the 
NSF CAREER and DOE career research award. Dr. Huang has served as Chair 
of the Energy Subdivision in the American Chemical Society (ACS) Physical 
Chemistry Division, Executive Committee Member At-Large in the ACS 
Physical Chemistry Division, and as a member of the Advanced Photon Source 
Users Organization Steering Committee. 

Previously, Dr. Huang was a Wehr Distinguished Professor and Associate Previously, Dr. Huang was a Wehr Distinguished Professor and Associate 
Professor of Chemistry at Marquette University. Dr. Huang holds a PhD in 
Physical Chemistry from Emory University.

Since joining BC in January 2023, Dr. Huang has published seven papers in Since joining BC in January 2023, Dr. Huang has published seven papers in 
peer-reviewed journals and gave invited talks at the Nanomaterials and 
Sustainability Workshop at Argonne National Laboratory’s Center of 
Nanomaterials, the 243rd Electrochemical Society (ECS) Meeting, and the 
Quantum Gel Workshop at Wayne State University. She also co-organized a 
Clean Energy Workshop at BC.

Yi Ming is the Institute Professor of Climate Science and Society and a 
Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences. Dr. Ming uses climate 
models, observations and theories to elucidate the physical mechanisms 
governing Earth’s climate system and applies the fundamental understanding 
to practical issues of societal and policy importance. A current focus is on 
how climate change may affect precipitation patterns (e.g. droughts and 
floods) and extreme events (e.g. hurricanes, wildfires and winter storms). 

He has authored more than 100 peer-reviewed papers. His honors include He has authored more than 100 peer-reviewed papers. His honors include 
the U.S. Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers 
(PECASE), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Norbert 
Gerbier-Mumm International Award, the American Meteorological Society 
(AMS) Henry G. Houghton Award and the American Geophysical Union 
(AGU) Ascent Award. 

Previously, Dr. Ming was a Senior Scientist and Divisional Leader at the U.S. Previously, Dr. Ming was a Senior Scientist and Divisional Leader at the U.S. 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Geophysical 
Fluid Dynamics Laboratory (GFDL), and also a faculty member of the 
Program in Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences (AOS) at Princeton 
University. Dr. Ming holds a PhD in Civil and Environmental Engineering 
from Princeton University. 

Since joining BC in August 2022, Dr. Ming has been awarded three grants, Since joining BC in August 2022, Dr. Ming has been awarded three grants, 
including two from NOAA and one from NSF. He has been actively building 
networks across the BC and Greater Boston community, which has led to 
multiple collaborative proposals and built the groundwork for many 
successful partnerships to come. He was also a reviewer for the DOE E3SM 
Phase III Review.



https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/schiller-institute/research/schiller-institute-faculty-grants/si-gecs-grantees.html#2022-grants
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/schiller-institute/research/schiller-institute-faculty-grants/si-gecs-grantees.html#2022-grants








In modern higher education, nurturing successful interdisciplinary collaboration is 
both an institutional priority and a grand organizational and cultural challenge. 
Recent scholarship describes the many and varied challenges inherent in the enactment 
of interdisciplinarity; it also explores how these challenges can be mitigated to spur 
successful interdisciplinary engagement. While much attention has been focused on 
interdisciplinary scholarship and pedagogy, might interdisciplinary service 
collaborations also play a role? This qualitative case study probes a particular type of 
interdisciplinary collaboration—a cross-disciplinary committee convened to hire 
interdisciplinary faculty members. Using interview and observational data to uncover 
the lived experiences of committee members across campus at one U.S.-based R1 
institution, this study explores service-work as a potential site of positive experience and 
successful interdisciplinary collaboration. Illuminated by the Shared 
Cognitive-Emotional-Interactive (SCEI) platform for interdisciplinary research 
collaboration by Boix Mansilla et al. (2016), findings reveal myriad positive outcomes 
tied to faculty’s service participation, probe the multifaceted reasons that faculty choose 
to participate, and explore how they experience this work. Analysis also uncovers 
limited cognitive yet significant emotional and interactive markers of and factors that 
facilitate a successful interdisciplinary collaborative process. Evidence of these markers 
and factors serves to “reframe” interdisciplinary service as an instance of successful 
interdisciplinary collaboration, a site of faculty learning and a context that fosters 
campus connections among faculty. In uncovering these benefits of interdisciplinary 
collaborative service, this work suggests ways in which it may serve as a missing link to 
build and strengthen an interdisciplinary campus community.build and strengthen an interdisciplinary campus community.

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/schiller-institute/research/schiller-reports.html#tab-interdisciplinarity_in_the_academy


ACADEMIG 

Research-Focused Events 

The Schiller Institute Graduate Student Colloquium Series in the Sciences provided graduate 
students with an opportunity to present their research to student peers. The presentations were structured 
for an audience of scientists outside of the presenters' fields. The program launched during the Spring 
2023 semester and included three presenters: 

Qiushi Ma 
Department of Chemistry 

Lecture Title: 
The Charge Transport 
Mechanism in Porous 
Materials for Energy 

Application 

S undaresh Bharathi 
Department of Biology 

Lecture Title: 
Bacterial Genomic Profiling 

Reveals Novel Routes to 
Immune Evasion and Targeted 

Therapeutic Strategies 

Eliza Greiner 
Department of Psychology and 

Neuroscience 

Lecture Title: 
The Neural Circuitries 

for the Control of 
Feeding during Novelty 





Credit: Designed in 2022 by Will Stahl-Timmins.

https://annalsofglobalhealth.org/collections/the-minderoo-monaco-commission-on-plastics-and-human-health


https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/bcnews/campus-community/announcements/global-health-and-the-common-good-major.html
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/bcnews/campus-community/announcements/global-health-and-the-common-good-major.html
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/schiller-institute/sites/global-public-health.html
















https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/schiller-institute/programs-initiatives/student-enagement/poet-laureate.html








In addition to the events noted previously in the report, the Schiller Institute hosted and co-sponsored 
many additional events during the academic year. These events are designed to bring members of the 
campus community together and to generate conversation about energy, environment, and health.







https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/centers/schiller-institute/programs-initiatives/student-enagement/passpor-to-innovation.html





